
Flood rains drench 
East Coast

AP Images
A level of flooding rarely seen in New England forced hundreds of residents from their homes 
and flooded many major roadways after three days of record-breaking rains.

By Eric Tucker
Associated Press writer

     CRANSTON, R.I.-- Flood-
ing on a scale rarely seen in 
New England forced hundreds 
of residents from their homes 
Wednesday, overwhelmed 
sewage systems and snarled 
traffic as major East Coast 
routes washed out or trans-
formed into a soaked labyrinth 
of detours and closures.
     As three days of record-
breaking rains tapered to a 
drizzle, forecasters warned the 
worst of widespread flooding 
from Maine to Connecticut 
was still ahead as rivers and 
streams had yet to crest for the 

appeared shell-shocked, still 
recovering from floods two 
weeks ago caused by as much 
as 10 inches of rain.
     Monica Bourgeois, 45, 
cried Wednesday morning as 
she stood outside her home in 
Cranston, where a sewer pump 
station gave out and hundreds 
of residents had evacuated 
by early Wednesday. The 
Pawtuxet River had turned her 
lawn into a lake and flooded 
her basement with six feet of 
still-rising water.

Continued on page A3
under “Eastern floods”

second time in a month.
     In Rhode Island, which 
bore the brunt of the storm, 
residents were experiencing 
the worst flooding in more 
than 100 years. Stretches of 
Interstate 95, the main route 
linking Boston to New York, 
were closed and could remain 
so for days.
     Every resident of Rhode 
Island, a state of about 1 mil-
lion, was asked to conserve 
water and electricity because 
of flooded sewage systems 
and electrical substations. 
Rising waters either stranded 
hundreds of people or sent 
them to shelters. Many of 
those who stayed behind 

AP Images
The undated photo on the left shows firefighters administering aid to an elderly woman after a 
bout of heavy rain. The undated photo on the right shows homes in an Eastern suburb barely 
balancing on their flood-eroded foundations.

European 
bishops urge 
victims to go 

to police
VATICAN 
CITY (AP) 
--European 
bishops are 
urging cleri-
cal sex abuse 
victims to go 
to police and 
are promising 
more transpar-
ency and coop-
eration with civil 
authorities in abuse cases.
     The Swiss Bishops Conference 
said Wednesday that its members 
underestimated the problem of 
clerical abuse and are now tell-
ing victims to consider criminal 
complaints. Denmark’s Catholic 
Church said it would launch an 
investigation next week into 
claims of clerical abuse dating 
back several decades. And Italy’s 
bishop’s conference has promised 
to cooperate with civil authorities.
     The statements come a week 
after Pope Benedict XVI excori-
ated Irish bishops for serious er-
rors in judgment in their handling 
of abuse and demanded they 
cooperate with civil authorities.

TruthDig Image

Griner in 
Final 
Four 

spotlight

AP Images
Baylor freshman Brittney 
Griner, at 6 feet 8 inches, scores 
against Duke University in 
this undated AP Image. Griner 
is credited with carrying the 
Baylor Lady Bears basketball 
team  to the NCAA Final Four 
Championship 2010.
By Doug Feinberg
AP Basketball writer

     A record-breaking team on an 
unprecedented roll. An impres-
sive freshman with her own 
remarkable numbers. And that’s 
only half of the women’s Final 
Four.
     San Antonio will have a 
familiar feel with three teams that 
reached last season’s semifinals 
returning. Leading the way are 
the dominant Connecticut Hus-
kies, who are two victories away 
from becoming the first women’s 
team with consecutive undefeated 
seasons.

Continued on page D1 under 
“Final Four”

Factory 
orders 

continue 
to rise 

      We’re not a red-hot 
economy...but the re-

covery is still plodding 
along. ”

“
By Christopher S. Rugaber
AP Economics writer

     WASHINGTON-- Factory 
orders rose in February, bolstered 
by strong demand for indus-
trial machinery and commercial 
aircraft. It was the 10th increase 
in 11 months as manufacturing 
continues to provide crucial sup-
port for the nation’s economic 
recovery.
     “We’re not a red-hot econo-
my,” said Tim Quinlan, an econo-
mist at Wells Fargo. “But the 
recovery is still plodding along.”
     Manufacturers, which were 
hit hard by the recession, are 
benefiting from overseas orders 
and increased business spending 
on capital equipment. Quinlan 
estimates that factory orders fell 
by about 25 percent during the re-
cession but have recovered about 
one-third of that amount since 
last spring.
     The Commerce Department 
said Wednesday that new orders 
rose 0.6 percent last month, just 
ahead of analysts’ estimates for a 
0.5 percent increase, according to 
Thomson Reuters. Still, that was 
the lowest uptick since August 
2009.
     January’s orders also were re-
vised higher to show an increase 
of 2.5 percent, the department 
said.
     Separately, a private com-
pany’s report on payrolls Wednes-
day disappointed Wall Street ana-
lysts. Payroll provider ADP said 
that employers cut 23,000 jobs in 
March, well below economists’ 
forecasts for a 40,000 gain.
    Stocks were mixed after 
the data, which comes before 
Friday’s employment report by 
the Labor Department. The Dow 
Jones industrial average fell 
about 21 points in midday trad-
ing though some broader indices 
ticked up.
     In the factory orders report, 
economists were encouraged by a 
2 percent rise in orders for capital 
goods such as computers and 
machinery following a sharp drop 
in January. That means businesses 
have started to increase their 
investment spending, economists 
said.
     In addition, inventories rose 
by 0.5 percent last month, the 
fourth increase in the past five 
months and better than the 0.3 
percent rise seen in January.
     Auto makers and other 
manufacturers cut their stockpiles 
sharply during the recession, and 
rebuilding stockpiles will help 
fuel the recovery. Larger inven-
tories also would indicate that 
companies are confident about 
future sales.
     Still, inventories aren’t grow-
ing as quickly as many econo-
mists would like.
     “That suggests to me that 
firms are still cautious about 
their sales outlook,” said Zach 
Pandl, an economist at Nomura 
Securities. He would like to see 
inventories increase at closer to a 
1 percent pace.

Continued on page B2 under 
“Factory orders”

Obama clears way for oil 
drilling off US coasts

AP Images
President Barack Obama’s ex-
pansive new policy announced 
Wednesday would allow for 
new oil and natural gas plat-
forms in waters along the 
southern Atlantic coastline, the 
eastern Gulf of Mexico and part 
of Alaska.

By Philip Elliott
Associated Press writer

     WASHINGTON--Reversing 
a ban on oil drilling off most 
U.S. shores, President Barack 
Obama announced an expansive 
new policy on Wednesday that 
could put new oil and natural 
gas platforms in waters along the 
southern Atlantic coastline, the 
eastern Gulf of Mexico and part 
of Alaska.
     Speaking at Andrews Air 
Force Base outside Washington, 
Obama said, “This is not a deci-
sion that I’ve made lightly.” He 
spoke of the expected outcry from 
disappointed environmentalists by 
saying he had studied the issue for 
more than a year and concluded 

it was the right call given the na-
tion’s voracious thirst for energy 
and the need to produce jobs 
and keep American businesses 
competitive.
     “We’re announcing the expan-
sion of offshore oil and gas explo-
ration but in ways that balance the 
need to harness domestic energy 
resources and the need to protect 
America’s natural resources,” 
Obama said.
     The president said his deci-
sion is part of a broader strategy 
that also includes expanding the 
production of nuclear power and 
other clean energy sources.

Continued on page A2 under 
“Oil drilling”
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