
By ANDREA CASTILLO
acastillo@macon.com

FORT VALLEY — The Peach 
County Board of Educa-
tion unanimously voted 
to continue providing its 
school transportation ser-
vices in-house at its study 
session Tuesday after sev-
eral months of considering 
privatized service. 

Previously, a representa-
tive of Durham School Ser-
vices estimated the school 
system could save about 
$100,000 by outsourcing 
transportation to them. 

Assistant Superinten-
dent of Operations C.B. 
Mathis talked to super-
intendents in Mississip-
pi and Indiana for more 
information about mak-
ing the shift. While there 
were positives and nega-
tives to a possible switch, 
Mathis said Peach Coun-
ty would not save a sig-
nificant amount of money 
once factors such as addi-
tional field trips and com-
petitions were taken into 
account.

Board members voted 
on the recommendation 
of Mathis and Superin-
tendent Susan Clark. In 
addition, the school sys-
tem plans to hire a director 
of transportation to work 
with Mathis by July.

“We need to have the 
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GRANT BLANKENSHIP/THE TELEGRAPH
Macon police officer Matt Tout walks back to his vehicle after writing a warning to a driver who breezed through the stop sign 
at Ingleside Avenue and Ridge Avenue while on a regular off-duty patrol of the neighborhood Monday night. Tout is being paid 
by neighborhood residents to patrol a section of the Ingleside area while off-duty. 

By AMY LEIGH WOMACK
awomack@macon.com

Two months after neighbors 
in the Ingleside Avenue area 
hired an off-duty Macon police 
officer to patrol their streets, 
crime has slowed and residents 
feel safer.

Residents joined together af-
ter a rash of car break-ins in 
January and raised more than 
$6,000 to pay the off-duty offi-
cer, said Adam Griffin, a mem-
ber of the Ingleside Neighbor-
hood Association. The group 

has gathered more than 110 pay-
ing members.

“We were literally hearing 
about something about every 
third day,” Griffin said of neigh-
borhood crime at the start of 
the year. Although the crimes 
weren’t violent, neighbors were 
concerned that car break-ins and 
burglaries could escalate to more 
serious offenses.

The combination of an in-
creased police presence and the 
off-duty officer’s patrols have 
helped calm neighbors’ fears 
about crime, he said.

“I think there is a growing 
sense that people are feeling 
safer.”

Macon police officer Matt 
Tout, the officer whom neigh-
bors hired, said that so far he 
hasn’t seen “anything major,” 
such as a suspicious person lurk-
ing in a backyard, but he believes 
his presence is a deterrent for 
criminals.

He doesn’t keep a set sched-
ule, and he varies the days and 
times of his patrols.

Ingleside neighbors feel 
safer with off-duty patrol

By LIZ FABIAN
lfabian@macon.com

An Australian film crew 
visiting Macon couldn’t help 
being captivated by the beau-
ty of the cherry blossoms 
this week.

“You come into Macon 
and you think, ‘What a pret-
ty Southern town,’ said Peter 
Leybourne, location director 
for Beyond Productions from 
Sydney, Australia. “Then you 
discover there’s a dark un-
derbelly.”

Leybourne and two others 
came looking to expose the 
sinister side of one of Ma-
con’s most charming restau-
rateurs, Anjette Lyles. 

The first white woman to 
be sentenced to Georgia’s 
electric chair was convict-
ed in 1958 of poisoning her 
9-year-old daughter with 
arsenic. Forensic evidence 
showed Lyles’ two husbands 
and a mother-in-law also 
died of arsenic poisoning. 
Lyles pocketed insurance 
money along the way and 
bought herself a shiny, new 
luxury car.

A declaration of insanity 
kept her out of the electric 
chair, and she died at Cen-

Anjette Lyles to be one of Discovery’s ‘Deadly Women’

WOODY MARSHALL/THE TELEGRAPH
Former Bibb County Sheriff Ray Wilkes is filmed in his Macon home Tuesday by Australian 
cameraman Bruce Inglis.

Australian film 
crew chronicling 
infamous Macon 
murderess

Most people can’t 
talk on a cell phone 
and drive safely, 
study finds

Only a talented few 
can simultaneously talk 
on a cell phone and drive 
safely, according to a 
study from researchers at 
the University of Utah.

The danger of a study 
like this is, of course, 
is that everyone will 
think they are in the 2.5 
percent of all people 
whom the study found to 
be “supertaskers.” The 
pertinent fact is that 97.5 
percent of us can’t drive 
safely while talking on the 
phone — even a hands-
free phone.

For the vast majority 
of people, performance 
suffered in both driving 
and conversation 
comprehension. Braking 
time increased by 20 
percent while following 
distances increased by 
30 percent. Memory 
performance declined 
11 percent and math 
performance 3 percent. 
The deterioration in 
performance was 
comparable to the 
impairment seen in 
drunken drivers, the 
authors said.

— Los Angeles Times

Meet the periodic 
table’s newest 
resident: copernicium

There’s a new element 
officially in town and its 
name is copernicium, 
after the 16th century 
Polish scientist Nicholas 
Copernicus. It is element 
112 and its symbol is Cn.

Copernicium, a 
heavier relative of zinc, 
cadmium and mercury, 
was first seen in 1996 by 
researchers in darmstadt, 
Germany. 

It took the International 
Union of Pure and Applied 
Chemistry, which regulates 
nomenclature, nearly 14 
years to resolve disputes 
between the Germans and 
American researchers over 
who was first to produce 
the new element.

The IUPAC has not 
resolved competing claims 
over the discovery of 
elements 113–118.

— Los Angeles Times
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By CHRIS HORNE
chorne@macon.com

The complicated, intertwined is-
sues of a Macon-Bibb County sales 
tax agreement and service delivery 
strategy negotiations have put the city 
and the county at odds for weeks.

Macon Mayor Robert Reichert and 
Bibb County Commission Chairman 
Sam Hart have publicly disagreed 
about which should come first: a spe-
cial purpose local option sales tax 
agreement or the service delivery 
strategy that’s designed to address 
double-taxation issues.

But now the spat is turning on 
Hart’s assertion that Macon failed 
to respond in writing to a propos-
al to combine the engineering and 
recreation departments in the city 
and county.

That proposal, officials said, con-
nects the service delivery strate-
gy with the sales tax agreement be-
cause the county wants $20 million 
in SPLOST money to build new rec-
reation centers. Meanwhile, the city 
wants to know which government 
would run them.

In a letter to the editor in this past 
Sunday’s Telegraph, Hart said the 
county’s proposal to take over the 
city’s recreation and engineering 

Bibb, Macon still don’t agree on SPLOST

Peach 
will keep 
busing 
in-house

Reichert disputes Hart’s 
assertion that city never 
responded to Bibb plan

“I don’t think the 
chairman recognizes 

the need the city has to 
get (the service delivery 

strategy) done. We 
just can’t sign off on a 

SPLOST without knowing 
who will pay for what.”

Macon Mayor Robert Reichert
SEE REICHERT, 4A

Area residents joined together to raise money to hire officer

Superintendent 
updates BOE  
on grant to 
improve schools


