
BY TOM LANGE
Truth Staff

ELKHART — Elkhart Area Career Center 
students got an up-close look at one of the 
area’s fastest ways to transport patients.

The Memorial MedFlight helicopter 
was on display for career center students 
Tuesday morning and afternoon. Students 
studying police, fire and emergency medi-
cal fields got to examine the compact air 
ambulance and ask questions of its crew 
members.

Jim Chomer, an EMS class instructor at the 
career center, organized the visit. Chomer 
teaches an emergency medical technician 
class and wanted his students to have an 

MedFlight drops by career center

As the director sorts 
out a health board 
licensing issue, the 
pantry itself is unable to 
help as many people.

BY STEPHANIE GATTMAN
sgattman@etruth.com

MIDDLEBURY — The Middlebury 
Community Food Pantry has applied for 
a food service license from the Elkhart 
County Health Department.

But director Pam Bingaman still plans 
to ask the Elkhart County Health Board 
to clarify why her nonprofit food pantry 
needs to be classified as a “retail organi-
zation.”

Meanwhile, the pantry is empty and 
there’s no money to buy food for the 100 
families a week it serves in the commu-
nity.

Bingaman didn’t want to use money 
people donated for food on the license or 
repairs to the facility. Someone stepped 
forward to pay for the license, she said. 

As a health inspector herself, Bingaman 
understands the need to follow the letter 
of the law, but she still has reservations 
about the process.

“I don’t feel that as a nonprofit, we 
should be classified as a retail organiza-
tion. We operate on donations,” Bingaman 
said. “We don’t do any food preparation or 
that kind of handling.”

One of the requirements of the retail li-
cense is that all “employees” be trained. In 
the case of the food pantry, “employees” 
are actually volunteers, who can be differ-
ent each day, Bingaman said.

“If we put them in the classification of 
employees, I have brand new employ-
ees every single day,” she said. “... I guess 
it would be different if we had the same 
people every day.”

In Middlebury, the food pantry 
needs help filling its shelves
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72°        47°
Warm and gorgeous. Hello 
spring! More weather, B7

COMING TOMORROW

WHAT’S A DYNGUS? The day after Easter is a 
time-honored social tradition. LIFE, D1

FEED A PACK OF PUPS
The animal shelter desperately 

needs dry dog food LOCAL, A3

Who gave Butler’s 
coach his start? 

A former Penn and Warsaw 
coach did SPORTS, B1

Middlebury Food Pantry volunteer Millie Dodd looks over a list of food items the pantry 
tries to provide for the people who need help. The Middlebury Food Pantry is very short 
of food, especially protein foods and vegetables.

Truth Photos By J. Tyler Klassen

A single cereal box sits on a shelf Tuesday at the Middlebury Food Pantry. The day before food is distributed, the shelf is usually 
full.

Truth Photo By Jennifer Shephard

PEACE OF MIND AND BODY
Linda Koeppel (right) works with fourth-degree master 
tae kwon do instructor Michele Stevens during a class 
Thursday at Steve’s Gym in downtown Elkhart. Koeppel 
is disabled, but got involved with tae kwon do to stay ac-
tive. Now she’s placed second in a statewide martial arts 
competition and earned a berth in the amateur national 
championships. 
READ MORE ABOUT KOEPPEL’S PATH 
TO FITNESS AND CONFIDENCE ON PAGE 
D1.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

The Middlebury Community Food 
Pantry needs food, especially protein 
and vegetables, and monetary 
donations to restock its shelves.
The pantry is at 201 E. Lawrence St., 
Middlebury, in a house next to First 
Mennonite Church.
More information is available by 
calling 825-5135.

Please see HELP, A2

Truth Photo By Jennifer Shephard

Elkhart Area Career Center students Andrew Aldrich (facing camera, 
left) and Alex Johnson (right) listen to Mark Berger, flight paramedic, 
as he gives a presentation about the MedFlight helicopter on Tuesday 
at the school. Students from the law enforcement, fire services and 
emergency medical services classes were given a tour of the special-
ized chopper and time to talk to the crew.

eSWOOPING OUT OF THE SKY

It’s not every day an air ambulance lands 
at the career center. Watch as medics of 
tomorrow learn how to load a patient. 
etruth.com/know

Please see MEDFLIGHT, A2

The savings from loan reform will 
boost Pell Grants for students 
and help small schools, but won’t 
directly lower tuition costs.

BY DARLENE SUPERVILLE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Bigger grants for 
college students who need them. Relaxed 
payment terms for students with loans. 
More money for community colleges and 
historically black institutions.

The law that President Barack Obama 
signed Tuesday could mean big changes 
for hard-pressed students and colleges as 
the government becomes the primary is-
suer of student loans. But just whom will 
that affect and how?

Q: What does the overhaul of student 
lending do?

A: Basically, it cuts banks out of the 
government-backed student loan busi-
ness. Money for the loans has come 
either directly from the government or 
through private financial institutions, 
which have collected billions of dollars 
in federal subsidies to protect against 
default.

Under the changes, banks will no 
longer act as middlemen, and all col-
leges and universities must switch to the 
direct lending program by July 1. Many 
already have made the switch in antici-
pation of the new law.

Private lenders can still make student 
loans that are not backed by the govern-
ment, and they will continue to have 
contracts to service some federal loans. 
But the new law represents a significant 
change in what has been a multibillion-
dollar business for the banking industry.

Q: How much money will the govern-
ment save?

A: Taxpayers will save $68 billion over 
the next 11 years, according to the Con-
gressional Budget Office.

Q: What will Obama do with the 
money? How will this affect students 
and their parents?

Student 
loan bill 
saves us 
$68B in 
11 years

Q&A

Please see LOAN, A2
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