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Fiber optic loop gets support
Maria Kacik
The Gazette

MEDINA — Members of the
business community attended
the county commissioners’
meeting Monday to show their
support for the fiber optic net-
work project that has been in
the works for about 10 years.

They also were there to ask
commissioners to show their
support by voting to provide a
credit enhancement for the

project — in
other words, a
financial safety
net.

The Medina
County Port
Authority has
asked commis-
sioners to sign
an agreement

in which the county will
replenish a bond reserve fund
for the project if it dips below
a certain amount. Any money

the county pays into the fund
would be a loan paid back by
the Port Authority with inter-
est, authority administrator
Bethany Dentler said.

The Port Authority was
established in 2003 and “is rel-
atively new. It doesn’t have the
strengths to do this on its own.
So it does need the county’s
backing to obtain bond
financing,” explained Jim
Gerspacher, who chairs the

Port Authority’s committee for
the fiber optic network.

If commissioners agree, it
could mean the Port Authority
would have a better bond rat-
ing when taking on debt, mak-
ing it easier to receive loans. It
also could make it easier to
receive lower interest rates,
which would lower the cost of
the project.

The $7.3 million project
involves building a 151-mile,

144-strand fiber optic loop in
the county that would connect
with existing fiber networks in
Cuyahoga and Summit coun-
ties. It would create high-
bandwidth connectivity for
institutional groups, such as
government entities, libraries,
schools, businesses and hos-
pitals. It also would give pri-
vate broadband companies a
chance to pay to access the
network and serve other cus-

tomers, including residential
ones.

Gerspacher explained the
project’s bond reserve fund
would need to be kept above
about $1.1 million, or 10 per-
cent of the total money
expected to be borrowed for
the project. He said it would
be several years before the
fund nears that point. He also
noted the Port Authority

Business owners urge commissioners to provide bond guarantee for project

Missing
3-legged
dog safe
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Sharon Town Hall, built in 1848, will be closed mid-April until October while the township renovates the interior.

Sharon Town Hall, built more than 150 years ago, will be closed
through October to renovate, modernize interior for 21st century

Lisa Hlavinka
The Gazette

SHARON TWP. — The bell on top of Sharon
Town Hall, built more than a century ago,
will ring out by the end of the year when the
building is renovated for the first time.

Sharon Town Hall, 1274 Sharon Copley
Road, dates from 1848 and will retain the
same look on the outside after its interior is
renovated to allow for modern amenities,
township trustee Brian Guccion said.

“The biggest thing is keeping it true to the
original while renovating it,” Guccion said.
“We want to keep it the same because it is in
the historical district, but we want to add
modern amenities.”

Small historical details, like signatures of
Sharon residents written along the walls of
the bell tower, some of which are 150 years
old, will be preserved. A hammer mecha-
nism will be added to the bell so it will ring
without having to be swung back and forth,
Guccion said.

The most noticeable change will be a
handicap-accessible elevator so people can
move easily to all floors of the two-story
building without having to choose between
two outdoor handicap entrances that lead to
the basement or the main floor, Guccion
said.

The heating and cooling system will be
brought up to code, as will the electrical sys-
tem.

“We’re going to wire it so we can handle
modern-day technology like audio-visual
equipment, and … emergency power
through a generator that will be installed at a
later date,” Guccion said.

The roof was repaired about five years ago
and will not need to be replaced. The last
improvement to the building was insulation
installed about 20 years ago, township
trustee Ray Lurtz said.

Construction bids for the project will go
out Thursday, Guccion said. The building

will be closed during construction, which is
expected to begin in mid-April and finish by
Oct. 1.

“This is ... specialty work,” Guccion said.
“The renovations will be very detailed.”

Lurtz said the project will cost approxi-
mately $380,000. The township has been sav-
ing for it for several years. Although money
will be taken out of the general fund, town-
ship trustee Kim Bolas is working to secure
grants to partially fund the renovations, he
said.

“This has been in the talking stages for a
long time,” he said. “There will be no new
taxes because the township has accumulated
the money over a period of years.”

Lurtz said that a township cannot legally
spend more than $10,000 on a single civic
project without voter approval. In 2009, vot-
ers overwhelmingly approved Town Hall ren-
ovations by a vote of 1,473 to 484.

“Town Hall is a symbol of our township,
and keeping the motif of Town Hall is impor-
tant to our community,” he said.

Township business will not be affected by
the renovation. Township business and
meetings are conducted in the township
administration building at 1322 Sharon Cop-
ley Road.

Contact Lisa Hlavinka at (330) 721-4048
or lhlavinka@medina-gazette.com.
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Sara after her rescue last week.

Kaitlin Bushinski
The Gazette

SPENCER TWP. — Sara, a rescued golden
retriever mix who ran off Saturday, was found in
good shape hiding in a barn late Tuesday.

“It was a very emotional day,” Mary Jo John-
son, the humane officer for the Medina County
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals,
said Wednesday.

Sara panicked and ran away from her foster
home Saturday when the sound of neighbors
shooting guns scared her.

Since then, an army of volunteers posted fliers
and combed the area for the missing dog that
had an injured front leg amputated only 10 days
ago, she said.

“We started out Monday going to the sheriff’s
office and went to schools and asked bus drivers

“The biggest thing is keeping
it true to the original while
renovating it. We want to
keep it the same because it is
in the historical district, but
we want to add modern
amenities.”

Brian Guccion,
township trustee

TRACTOR-TRAILER ACCIDENT

MARIA KACIK / GAZETTE

Crews prepare to flip a tractor-trailer that
overturned on a ramp from Interstate 76
westbound to Interstate 71 southbound
Tuesday around 5:45 p.m. in Westfield
Township. Rescue crews said no one was
injured and traffic was only interrupted
while the truck was being righted.
Westfield Fire and Rescue and the Ohio
Highway Patrol responded.

See DOG, A3

Sara, a rescued retriever,
found in good shape
five miles from home

Gerspacher


