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Space Shuttle Discovery lifts off from the Kennedy Space Center at Cape Canaveral, Fla., on 
Monday, April 5, 2010. Discovery’s seven-member crew are on a mission to deliver science racks, 
the last of the crew quarters and supplies to the International Space Station.

By Marcia Dunn
AP Aerospace writer

     CAPE CANAVERAL, 
Fla.-- Discovery and seven 
astronauts headed for a ren-
dezvous with the International 
Space Station after a pre-dawn 
liftoff Monday on one of the 
last missions for NASA’s 
shuttle program.
     The launch ΓÇö the last 
one scheduled in darkness 
for NASA’s fading shuttle 
program ΓÇö helped set a 
record for the most women in 
space at the same time. Three 
women are aboard Discovery, 
and another is already at the 
space station, making for an 

unprecedented foursome. The 
shuttle should arrive at the 
orbiting outpost Wednesday.
     Problems with Discovery’s 
main antenna cropped up as 
soon as the shuttle reached 
orbit and could impact the 
radar needed for the rendez-
vous, Mission Control said. A 
spokesman stressed there were 
other tools to work around the 
situation. “We probably won’t 
have answers for you today 
about what this means,” Mis-
sion Control told the astro-
nauts.
     The nearly two-week mis-
sion will stock the space sta-
tion with supplies and experi-
ments.

      In a rare treat, the space 
station passed over the launch 
site 15 minutes before Discov-
ery blasted off and was easily 
visible, resembling a big, bril-
liant star in the clear morn-
ing sky with the moon as a 
backdrop. There was a chorus 
of “ooooh” from spectators. 
By launch time, the outpost 
had traveled almost all the way 
across the Atlantic.
     “It’s time for you to rise to 
orbit. Good luck and god-
speed,” launch director Pete 
Nickolenko told the astronauts 
before liftoff.
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Space Shuttle 
Discovery blasts off

US service sector 
grows in March

By Tali Arbel
AP Business writer

     NEW YORK-- The U.S. 
service sector grew in March at 
its fastest pace in more than two 
years, suggesting the economic 
recovery is expanding from the 
nation’s factories to its shops, 
restaurants, hospitals and other 
big sources of jobs.
     The Institute for Supply 
Management, a trade group, said 
Monday its service index rose to 
55.4 in March from 53 in Febru-
ary.
     Economists surveyed by 
Thomson Reuters had expected a 
reading of 54. Any reading above 
50 signals expansion.
     It is the strongest pace of 
growth since ISM revised how 
it measured the service sector in 
January 2008.
     The service sector is impor-
tant as it accounts for about 80 
percent of U.S. jobs excluding 
farmworkers. It includes jobs in 
areas like health care, retail and 

financial services. The sector is 
highly dependent on consumer 
spending, which powers about 70 
percent of the economy.
    The recovery in services has 
been bumpy, lagging a resurgence 
in manufacturing amid high un-
employment, slow wage growth 
and a rocky real estate market.
    Another report released Mon-
day showed improvement in the 
residential home market. The 
National Association of Realtors 
said the number of buyers who 
agreed to purchase previously 
occupied homes rose 8.2 percent 
in February to 97.6 from 90.2 in 
January.
   The report “may signal the early 
stages of a second surge of home 
sales this spring,” said Lawrence 
Yun, the trade group’s chief 
economist. 
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       It’s much better news than we 
would have thought 
a few months ago.“ ”

Police patrol quake-
damaged border town

AP Photo/Denis Poroy
A U.S. border patrol agent walks past rows of broken glass from 
windows in downtown Calexico, Calif., after an earthquake struck 
the area, Sunday, April 4, 2010. Damage reports from the U.S.-
Mexico border region are growing after a magnitude-7.2 earth-
quake in Baja California.

By Julie Watson
Associated Press writer

     CALEXICO, Calif.-- Police 
patrolled streets littered with 
shattered glass Monday morning 
and closed off several blocks of 
historic buildings damaged in a 
deadly Easter Sunday earthquake 
across the border in Mexico.
     No injuries were reported in 

Calexico, the U.S. area hardest 
hit by the 7.2-magnitude quake. A 
3-block-by-4-block area contain-
ing prewar buildings housing 
businesses was closed because of 
damage.
     Sal Farah, 62, spent the night 
in his 50-year-old Yturralde 
Furniture store, fearing it could be 
looted since the giant storefront 
windows were knocked out by the 

quake.
     “I didn’t get much sleep, 
especially in the morning when 
it shook hard again,” Farah said, 
standing in the store littered by 
broken vases, lamps and shattered 
knickknacks.
   Sunday’s quake centered just 
south of the U.S. border near 
Mexicali killed two people in 
Mexico and injured at least 100, 

including someone who was hit in 
the head by a sign at a carwash in 
the California town of El Centro.
     Scientists measured about 100 
aftershocks early Monday, said 
seismologist Kate Hutton at the 
California Institute of Technology 
in Pasadena. Statistically, there 
will be one aftershock of around 
6.0 and perhaps 10 of 5.0 or 
larger, she said.

     The initial earthquake downed 
three power lines, a gas leak 
forced a brief evacuation of about 
30 homes, and residents were re-
moved from a senior living center 
built in the early 1900s. Electric-
ity was out for hours in the city’s 
southeast area.
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In this April 3, 2010, photo, Andres Schobel holds up two iPads as 
one of the first customers to buy iPads on the first day of sales.

It’s here!: Apple iPad hits stores
By Deborah Yao
AP Business writer

     Apple Inc. said Monday that it 
sold more than 300,000 iPads on 
its opening day, meeting the ex-
pectations of some analysts while 
underscoring the challenges the 
company still faces marketing the 
much-anticipated device beyond 
early adopters.

     The figures, which included 
pre-orders that were picked up or 
delivered Saturday, were hardly 
exceptional despite weeks of hype 
about the revolutionary nature of 
a new class of device that falls 
somewhere between the phone 
and computer.
     In a research note earlier 
Monday, Piper Jaffray analyst 
Gene Munster had doubled his 

initial forecast of first-day sales to 
600,000 to 700,000, saying that 
“lines were longer than expected 
and supply was also better than 
expected.” But the actual numbers 
announced by Apple were closer 
to his original estimates.
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