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BY ZACK QUAINTANCE
ZQUAINTANCE@THEMONITOR.COM

Selena Quintanilla Perez was 23 when she
was shot to death March 31, 1995; 15 years
later her influence is still felt by the ever-
increasing fan base she left behind. 

The Corpus Christi-based Queen of Tejano was a regular
on Billboard’s top Latin charts, dominated the Tejano
Music Awards for almost a decade and was preparing to
cross over to mainstream fame with an English-language
album.

“It’s probably been the most devastating loss to the
Tejano industry in its history,” said Nano Ramirez, a long-
time Rio Grande Valley concert promoter. “After 15 years,
it’s still unbelievable.”

Even at the height of her fame, Selena was a regular at
Ramirez’s now-defunct La Villa Real in McAllen, perform-
ing at least every four months.

Biographers say she and her husband first expressed
their romantic feelings at a Pizza Hut in the Valley.

Selena returned to Billboard’s Top 10 Latin albums earli-
er this month for the first time since January 2003, accord-
ing to Billboard’s Web site. Her label released a four-disc
retrospective titled La Leyenda — The Legend — which
features recordings and booklets with messages from peo-
ple in Selena’s life. It debuted at No. 8 on the Latin chart.

And TeleFutura, one of the largest Spanish-language
networks in the United States, scored record ratings with a
Selena look-alike contest. Buscando La Doble de Selena
attracted 1.9 million viewers in February, making it the
highest-ranked entertainment special in the network’s his-
tory, according to numbers from the network.
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>> From her birth
on April 16, 1971,
until her untimely
death 15 years ago
today, follow along
some of the major
points in 
La Reina’s life.
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SELENA
TIMELINE

>> When The
Monitor requested
an interview with
convicted killer
Yolanda Saldivar,
she fired off a
scathing response
in 2000.
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LETTER FROM
YOLANDA

>> Letters poured
in to The Monitor
from fans
mourning the loss
of Selena 15 years
ago. Look inside for
a peek at some of
those touched by
the singer’s death.
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LETTERS
FROM YOU

>> Assorted photos
and interviews
from locals in the
music industry
concerning some of
their favorite
Selena songs.
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State
rethinks
case of
800-lb
woman
BY JEREMY ROEBUCK
JROEBUCK@THEMONITOR.COM

EDINBURG — Prosecutors
are re-evaluating the case
against an 800-pound capital
murder suspect in light of new
evidence pro-
vided by her
d e f e n s e ,
H i d a l g o
County District
Attorney Rene
Guerra said.

W h i l e
r e m a i n i n g
t i g h t - l i p p e d
about the nature of this new
information or how it might
affect the charges against 
28-year-old Mayra Rosales,
Guerra’s office said more time

>> Drug gangs may
have set up road
blocks in Reynosa.

Officials:
Soldiers
kill 3 in
northern
Tamps.

BY JARED TAYLOR
JTAYLOR@THEMONITOR.COM

At least three civilians died
during armed clashes with the
Mexican military Tuesday in
northern Tamaulipas, state
officials reported.

The civilian fatalities came
as several blockades sprang
up across Reynosa streets,
clogging traffic and leading
city officials to advise people
to avoid the streets for several
hours Tuesday morning.
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PLAY
BALL 
Edinburg’s team
settles a $100K
debt to the city.

Local | 1B

M. Rosales


